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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 February 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disp sition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-36 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-36 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) E>3 The drawing(s) filed on 12 February 2002 is/are: a)E3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
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3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 

basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering 
patentability of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner 
presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was commonly 
owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1.5 6 to point out the inventor and invention dates of 
each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention 
was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 
U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

2. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Engel et al. (5,861,683) in view of Weynachter 
(6, 127,742) . 

Engel et al. disclose a panelboard for distributing electricity 
within a consumer's residence (see Fig. 1). There is a plurality of 
branch circuits (44,46,48,49,52,62), each protected with a circuit 
breaker. Circuit breakers (28,30) are controllable from an electronic 
control module (36); module (36) also monitors breakers (20,28). 
Current transformers (32,4 6) are used and the controlled breakers 
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(28,30) have an electromagnetic actuator (see Fig. 2). The controller 
(36) is also in communication with a host controller (40) via a local 
area network and a second host controller (38) which may be a remote 
computer- Engel et al. do not appear to control the main circuit 
breaker (42) nor that trip settings can be provided by control module 
or host controllers as the gist of Engle et al, is drawn to load 
control/shedding. However, Weynachter teach the use of 
removable/replaceable circuit breakers (2), which can communicate over 
a communication network (6) . The breakers have current sensors (12) 
and setting devices (11) for setting current thresholds and time 
delays (i.e. short, long delays); the setting device (11) is 
accessible by the user (i.e. switches, pushbuttons, readouts and 
displays). See Col. 6, lines 29-51. The setting values can also be 
received remotely over the communication lines (6) from another 
source. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the teachings of 
Weynachter into the panelboard system of Engel et al. so as to be able 
to set new breakers when the circuit breakers are being replaced or to 
be able to customize when different loads having different load 
requirements are to be connected to the particular branch circuit, 
thereby increasing applications, ensuring the desired load protection 
and avoiding unnecessary nuisance trippings. It would have been 
obvious to be able to control the main circuit breaker via the 
controller as a means to remotely trip the breaker for maintenance 
purposes, thereby increasing safety. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Ronald W Leja 
whose telephone number is (703)308-2008. The examiner can normally be 
reached on mon-fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Brian Sircus can be reached on (703)308- 
3119. The fax phone numbers for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned are (703)305-3432 for regular 
communications and (703)305-3431 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose 
telephone number is (703)305-3675. A a a / j 
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